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alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 

or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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The Haskell County Conservation 
District would like to announce the 
winners of the 2011 ―Soil to 
Spoon‖ poster contest winners. 

First place (left) is Alex Howie of 
Satanta Elementary. Second place 
(right) is Alex Medina of Satanta 

Elementary. Both students won a 
new bicycle. 

 

District 2011 Annual Meeting 
 
January 30, 2012 at 12:00 noon at the 
Commercial Building Haskell County Fair 

Grounds in Sublette, Kansas, the Haskell 
County Conservation District will provide 
to the public full disclosure of financial 

affairs and district activities as well as hold a 
public election for two supervisors whose 
terms will expire.  

Chairperson Grant Webber and 

Treasurer Darcy Alexander are running for 
reelection for the three year terms.  

Webb Food Crew and BBQ will cater the 
event.  

Ashley Heatherman Farm Service Agency 
County Executive Director and Gary 
Headrick Natural Resource Conservation 

Service District Conservationist will be on 
hand to talk about the USDA programs and 
answer questions. 

Call for reservations at 620-675-2324 ext 
28 from January 9 to January 26, 8 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Monday through Friday. 

 

 

Newsletters No Longer 

Mailed to Producers 

 

DCP and ACRE Signup 

 

 

 
 

 

Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and 

Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will 
start January 23, 2012 and will 
continue through June 1, 2012. USDA 

computes DCP payments using 85 
percent of the base acres times the 
payment yield established for each farm. 

Eligible producers receive direct 
payments at rates established by statute 
regardless of market prices. For 2012, 

advance payments are not available. 
Producers also have the option to 
enroll in the Average Crop Revenue 

Election (ACRE) Program. The optional 
ACRE program provides a safety net 
based on state revenue losses and acts 

in place of the price-based safety net of 
counter-cyclical payments under DCP. 
A farm's payment is based on a revenue 

guarantee calculated using a 5-year 
average state yield and the most recent 
2-year national price for each eligible 
commodity. 

 

Due to budget constraints, 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) can no 
longer mail regular newsletters. 
Producers are encouraged to provide 

their email address to the local FSA 
office to receive newsletters and other 
reminders by email. Producers shall 
complete a form AD-2047 for this 

service. On-line State newsletters will be 
available monthly:  
V Producers can obtain at 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ks then click on 
Newsletters in left column.  
V Or provide email address to your 

local FSA office and receive the 
newsletter by email.  
V Or obtain a copy at the local FSA 

office.  

 

òSoil to Spoonó 

Poster Contest 

Winners 

Haskell County Conservation District 

Annual Meeting  

Noon,  January 30, 2012  

Commercial Building  

Haskell County Fair Grounds 

Reservations by January 27, 2012 



Things to Come 
 

 Jan 16: Office Closed 

 Jan 26: Board Meeting * 

 Jan 30: Annual Meeting 

 Feb 20: Office Closed 

 Feb 23: Board Meeting * 

 Mar 11: DST Begins 
 Mar 22: Board Meeting* 

 Apr 25: Board Meeting* 
 

* Some dates could change with 

the discretion of the board.  
 

 
 Signup for the Supplemental Revenue 

Assistance Payments (SURE) Program for 
2010 crop losses will begin November 14, 

2011 and end June 1, 2012. SURE is 
available to eligible producers on:  

• farms in counties with Secretarial disaster 
declarations, including contiguous counties, 

that have incurred at least a 10 percent crop 
production or quality loss, or both, on all 

crops grown by a producer nationwide, 
except grazed crops (Haskell County 

was not a declared county for 2010 
losses) 

• farms in which, for the crop year, the actual 
production on the farm because of disaster-

related conditions is 50 percent or less than 
normal production of the farm. 

 

 
 

Pump the tank regularly to remove the sludge 
and scum. For example, about every 3 years, 

pump a 1,000-gallon tank serving a three 
bedroom home having four occupants and 

limited use of a garbage disposal. See K-State 
Research and Extension Publication, Septic Tank 

Maintenance, MR-947, for details.  
Do not dump grease down the drain it may clog 

sewer pipes or build up in the septic tank and 
plug the inlet. Use a separate container for 

waste grease and dispose of it in the trash. 

Do not dispose of materials such as coffee 
grounds, cooking fats, bones, high wet-strength 

paper towels, facial tissues, or cigarette butts in 
the house sewer. These materials accumulate as 

solids in the septic tank and do not decompose 
readily, resulting in the need for more frequent 

tank pumping. 
Modest amounts of household detergents, 

bleaches, drain cleaners, and other household 
cleaners do not harm the bacterial action in the 

septic tank. Do not put excessive amounts of 

District hours:  

Monday - Thursday 8:00ñ4:30  
Fridays 8:00ñ12:00  

 

FSA & NRCS hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00ñ4:30  

 

620-675-2324 

 
For your convenience and due 
to the shortage of personnel, 
please call the USDA Service 
Center to make sure the 
employee you need to meet 

with is in the office.  

Hispanic and Women Farmers 

 Service Center 

Office Hours 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) helps producers reduce their risk 

when growing food and fiber crops, specialty 
crops and crops for livestock feed. NAP losses 

must be reported within 15 days of a disaster 

event or the date the loss becomes apparent.  

March 15 is the final date to pay the applicable 
service fee and obtain NAP coverage for 

sorghum forage, all coarse grains, vegetable and 
melon crops, cotton, pecans, pumpkins, 

safflower, sesame, squash, and walnuts.   

 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
 

SURE Signup for 2010 

Losses 

 

any household chemicals down the drain. Avoid 
automatic toilet cleaners that contain chlorine. 

To help avoid overloading the system, use water 
carefully. Turn off the faucet when not using the 

water. If the toothbrush is in your mouth or the 
razor is on your face, running water is being 

wasted and adding to onsite system load. Save 
laundry and dishes until you have enough to run 

a full load in the washing machine or 
dishwasher. Be alert to leaky faucets and toilets 

— repair all leaks. 
Softened water may cause problems in 

absorption fields installed in high-clay soils. The 
added salt in the water may reduce the 

permeability of the soil, shortening the life of 
the field. Returning the softener discharge to 

the septic system or only softening the heated 
water can reduce the impact of a water softener 
on a septic system. 

K-State Bulletin ―Water Quality‖, MF-2179 
(Revised)  

 

 
 

Irrigation Scheduling: “Crucial During a Drought” 

New AGI Form for 2012 

 On September 28, 2011, FSA started using CCC-

931 ―Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax 

Information‖ for all 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 
programs that are subject to AGI compliance.   

The Consolidated and Further Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2012, Pub. L. 112-55, 

included an additional AGI limitation applicable 
only to 2012 direct payments.  A $1 million 

average AGI limitation, in addition to the 
$500,000 average nonfarm AGI and the $750,000 
average farm AGI limitations will now be applied 

to all persons and legal entities that request 2012 
direct payments.  The $1 million average 

nonfarm AGI limitation remains effective for 
conservation program participants.  FSA will no 

longer accept CCC-926, CCC-927, or CCC-928 

for any program. The new form is a combination 
of the Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 

Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax 
Information forms previously used by FSA.   

Program participants may have already submitted 
CCC-931 for the 2012 program year.  As a 

result of implementing the $1 million average 
AGI limitation applicable to 2012 direct 

payments, these participants most likely will be 
required to complete the revised CCC-931 

dated December 7, 2011.  Form CCC-931 is 
available at your local FSA office or online at 

http://intranet.fsa.usda.gov. Producers can print 
and mail the form to their local FSA office. FSA 

employees will review the form for accuracy 
before forwarding it to the IRS. If CCC-931 is 

incomplete, the producer will be notified. 
 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Announces Sign-Up Period for Conservation 

Stewardship Program 

 

this and other settlement issues contact:  
• Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, 

please visit: www.farmerclaims.gov or call 888-
508-4429  

• Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation, please visit: 

www.blackfarmercase.com or call 866-950-5547  
• Keepseagle - The Native American Farmers 

Class Action Settlement please visit: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 888-233-5506 

 

CSP is offered in all 50 states and the Pacific 

and Caribbean areas through continuous sign-
ups. The program provides many conservation 

benefits including improvement of water and 
soil quality, wildlife habit enhancements, and 

adoption of conservation activities that address 
the effects of climate change. Eligible lands 

include cropland, pastureland, rangeland, 
nonindustrial private forest land, and 

agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an 
Indian tribe.  

A CSP self-screening checklist is available to 
help potential applicants determine if CSP is 

suitable for their operation. The checklist 
highlights basic information about CSP 
eligibility requirements, contract obligations, 

and potential payments. It is available from 
local NRCS offices and on the CSP Web page.  

Salina, KS, December 12, 2011 – U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) today 
announced that the ranking period cut-off date 

for the Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) is January 13, 2012. Producers 

interested in CSP should submit applications to 
their local NRCS office by the deadline so that 

their applications can be considered during the 
first ranking period of 2012.  

―CSP is one of our most popular conservation 
programs, and we expect to receive many 

applications,‖ NRCS Chief Dave White said. ―I 
encourage all farmers and ranchers who are 

interested in applying to contact their local 
NRCS office as soon as possible so they can 

meet the deadline.‖  

As part of the CSP application process, 

applicants will work with NRCS field personnel 
to complete the resource inventory using a 

Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT). The 
CMT determines the conservation 

performance for existing and new conservation 
activities. The applicant’s conservation 

performance will be used to determine 
eligibility, ranking, and payments.  

In 2010 alone, nearly 21,000 applicants 
enrolled in CSP, putting additional 

conservation on 25.2 million acres, about the 
size of the state of Kentucky, to improve 

water and soil quality, enhance wildlife habitat, 
and address the effects of climate change.  

Visit the NRCS National Web site and connect 
with an NRCS office near you.  

 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they 

were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans has been established. If you believe 

that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm 

loan benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 
because you are Hispanic, or because you are 

female, you may be eligible to apply for 
compensation. For additional information on 

by Bradley J. Younker, Agricultural Engineer 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Hays, Kansas 

 

Irrigation scheduling becomes extremely 
crucial when faced with extreme drought 

conditions as much of western and 
southern Kansas has faced in recent years. 
Irrigation scheduling is simply knowing 

when and how much irrigation water to 
apply. Effective irrigation scheduling helps 
maximize profit while minimizing inputs 

such as water and energy.  
There are several factors that affect 
irrigation scheduling. Type of crop, stage 

of crop development, soil properties, soil-
water relationships, availability of water 
supply, and finally weather conditions 

(temperature, wind, rainfall, and others) 
have a critical role when determining 
effective irrigation scheduling. 

Evapotranspiration (commonly known as 
ET) is the term used to describe the sum 
of evaporation and plant transpiration 

from the ground to the atmosphere. Corn 

ET values during the hot summer months 
can run as high as a half inch per day. 
There are several methods and types of 

technologies that can help producers 
track their irrigation schedule. They range 
from just keeping well output readings to 
using new technologies that measure soil 

moisture remotely and ET by using the 
canopy temperature. KanSched, 
developed by Kansas State Research and 

Extension, is a simple and user-friendly 
computer program that can be quickly 
learned and easily used by irrigators to 

develop an irrigation schedule. It uses 
daily and field inputs to calculate ET. The 
field inputs include soil characteristics, 

emergence, maximum rooting depth, crop 
characteristics, and crop coefficients. The 
daily inputs include reference ET, rainfall, 

and soil water value. After inputting the 
field and daily information into the 

program, KanSched will automatically 

update the root zone water level and 
develop a seasonal management chart that 
plots soil water values, rainfall, and 

irrigation amount.  
For more information about irrigation and 
irrigation scheduling, or natural resources 

conservation, please contact your local 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office or conservation district 

office. The office is located at your local 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Service Center (listed in the telephone 

book under United States Government or 
on the internet at offices.usda.gov). More 
information is also available on the Kansas 

Web site at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov. Follow 
us on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas. USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and 

employer. 

 

Cost-Share funds available at the District office. 

There are still cost-share funds available for 

water resource and nonpoint source projects.  

 
Cost-share funds are distributed annually so if 
you plan on installing a windbreak, pipeline to 

center pivot, closing your rathole and installing 

a state and county approved septic system, 
now is the time to apply for cost-share. Do 

not wait until you need the funds. If you are 
contemplating doing the project come in and 

apply for the funds. 

 

Taking Care of Your Septic System 

 

Acreage Reporting Deadline Changes 

 Producers are encouraged to report their 
2012-fall seeded acreage as soon as possible. 
Contact the FSA county office to make an 

appointment or to request maps. Producers 
can pick up their maps and return them at a 

later date with reporting information recorded 
on the maps, such as crop, type, irrigation, 

intended use, shares, planting dates, etc.   The 

deadline to report fall seeded acreage for 2012 
crops is May 31, 2011.  The deadline to report 

spring seeded crops in now July 15, 2011. 
Under a common reporting initiative, future 

fall-seeded acreage reporting date will be 
earlier than normal; therefore, FSA is 

encouraging producers to report acreage early 
for 2012 fall-seeded crops. 

 

 
 

 

Haskell County 

Conservation 

District on the 

Internet  
 

http://haskellcd.org 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/home
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/states
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://haskellcd.org/

